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Lineage: see the whole pipeline

dbt-duckdb: all on one machine

WORDS, UNPACKED

One command — dbt docs generate — draws
the dependency graph and the
documentation.

You can trace checkouts by audience
rating all the way back to the raw vendor
file.

That traceability matters a lot when the
data is about customers.

DuckDB is “SQLite for analytics” — a fast
database that runs inside the program, no
server. dbt-duckdb plugs dbt into it.

The whole enrichment pipeline runs in
seconds, on one machine, against our own
data — no warehouse, no cloud bill.

The big-company toolchain, library-sized

— and the same recipe enriches Hoopla
checkouts too.

dbt — “data build tool”; runs your SQL
transforms in order, tested +
documented.

DuckDB — a fast analytics database that
runs inside a program (no server).
dbt-duckdb — the connector that lets
dbt run on DuckDB.
model — one SELECT statement = one
output table/view.
ref() — how one model points to
another; sets the build order.

scan it - rayvoelker.github.io/2026-06/

issue 1 dbt-explained

dbt, explained with
our OverDrive
checkouts

how a pile of raw vendor data becomes
something you can answer questions with
dbt — “data build tool”: it runs your SQL
transformations in the right order, tests
them, and records where every number
comes from.
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